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This is your one-stop shop for items and equipment useful to running your food pantry or meal site 
program.  The RI Community Food Bank does not endorse or sponsor any of these items.  This resource 

is only to give you a few examples of products you can purchase for your agency’s use.  You are of 
course welcome to find your own supplier, provided it is of similar quality. 

 
REQUIRED ITEMS FOR ALL AGENCIES 
 
These items are required per the Food Bank’s Basic Agreement, Food Safety Standard, and the Rhode 
Island Department of Health’s (RIDOH) Food Code.  For these documents, please visit the Agency Portal.     
 

ITEM EXAMPLE WHAT IS IT? WHEN TO 
REPLACE? 

WHERE TO PURCHASE? 

Refrigerator / Freezer Thermometer 
 

 

Measures temperature 
inside cold storage 
units.  Regularly 
checking 
thermometers ensures 
that food products are 
stored at safe 
temperatures. 

After big bumps or 
falls; If the fluid 
inside separates; If 
the thermometer is 
no longer giving 
accurate readings.    
 

Amazon link:  link  
Target:  link 
Walmart:  link 

Bodily Fluid Spill Clean-Up Kit 
 

 
 

These kits ensure that 
any bodily fluid 
accidents (vomiting, 
diarrhea, blood) are 
cleaned up and 
sanitized properly to 
prevent the spread of 
pathogens.   

After each use. Amazon:  link 
Amazon:  link 
Staples:  link 
Walmart:  link 
You may also build your 
own kit. Please refer to 
the Food Safety 
Standard for more info. 

Fire Extinguisher 
 

 
 

Extinguishers help put 
out fires and prevent 
fires from spreading 
and causing further 
injury or damage.   

Your local fire 
department should 
regularly inspect 
your fire 
extinguishers 
(typically annually 
or bi-annually).   

The type of extinguisher 
will depend on your 
agency’s specific 
operations.  Please 
check with your local 
fire department to 
ensure you have the 
right extinguisher. 

 
REQUIRED ITEMS FOR MEAL SITES 
 
For Meal Sites, per RIDOH regulations, your Food Safety Manager is responsible for ensuring all meals 
are prepared and distributed safely to prevent foodborne illness by contamination and time/ 
temperature abuse.  It is up to each site to determine what items they need.  Examples include food 
service thermometers, cleaners and sanitizers, sanitizer test strips, and single use food-service gloves. 

https://www.amazon.com/Pack-Refrigerator-Freezer-Thermometer-Large/dp/B07W1WPC99/ref=asc_df_B07W1WPC99/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=366402765770&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11764194161841676867&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9002254&hvtargid=pla-807039545648&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=77662752153&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=366402765770&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11764194161841676867&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9002254&hvtargid=pla-807039545648
https://www.target.com/p/taylor-fridge-freezer-dial-thermometer/-/A-76341889#lnk=sametab
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Mainstays-Refigerator-Freezer-Thermometer/227581893
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B000YMAJTG/ref=psdc_3762881_t1_B004HMHRHG
https://www.amazon.com/First-Aid-Only-Bloodborne-214-P/dp/B001DKXFCG/ref=sr_1_11?keywords=bodily+fluid+cleanup+kit&qid=1551386878&s=gateway&sr=8-11
https://www.staples.com/First-Aid-Only-Spill-Kits-Bodily-Fluid-Bloodborne-Pathogen-24-Pieces/product_365596
https://www.walmart.com/ip/PhysiciansCare-18-Piece-Fluid-Spill-Response-Kit/14663351
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REQUIRED EQUIPMENT FOR RETAIL PICK-UP PROGRAM 
 
The following tools are required for all Food Bank members that participate in the Retail Pick-Up 
program as per the Retail Program Agreement.  Each participating agency is given this equipment when 
the agency signs on to the program.  Each agency is responsible for replacing lost or damaged 
equipment with new equipment of the same quality.  If your agency needs to replace equipment, below 
are some options for your reference.   
 

Please send Jillian Carter a copy of the receipt via email at jcarter@rifoodbank.org to show proof of 
purchase for our records. 

 
ITEM EXAMPLE WHAT IS IT? WHEN TO 

REPLACE? 
WHERE TO 
PURCHASE? 

Infrared Thermometer Gun 
 

 
 

Thermometer for 
taking the 
temperature of 
product upon 
receiving at the store 
and upon arrival once 
back at your agency. 

After big bumps or 
falls; If the 
thermometer is no 
longer giving 
accurate readings. 

Thermoworks:  link 
Thermoworks:  link 

Freezer Blanket 
 

 
 

Blankets insulate cold 
and frozen products 
during transportation. 

If the blanket is torn 
or damaged. 

QA Supplies:  link 
Uline:  link 

Digital Scale 
 

 
 

 

Scales measure the 
weight of food 
products. 

After big bumps or 
falls; If heavy items 
have been left on 
the scale for 
extended periods of 
time.  You may be 
able to calibrate the 
scale – please check 
the scale’s user 
manual.   

Uline:  link 
Global Industrial:  
link 

 

 

  

https://www.thermoworks.com/ir-food-safety/?gclid=CjwKCAjw5pPnBRBJEiwAULZKvpkPzZefUcI-yD28wQoX_STPSDKh6YFY4EVRHnGnpNVMsS4qQzr-vxoCuAQQAvD_BwE
https://www.thermoworks.com/irk-2/
https://qasupplies.com/8-x-8-insulated-blanket/?gclid=CjwKCAjw5pPnBRBJEiwAULZKvhNa_Tu3VN1blWYHn8e038Dom8Vd6EOmYA3SDs33VwbRtoSrcxHLkxoCB2YQAvD_BwE
https://www.uline.com/Product/Detail/S-22760/Insulated-Shippers-and-Supplies/Insulated-Pallet-Blanket-72-x-96?pricode=WB6606&gadtype=pla&id=S-22760&gclid=CjwKCAjw5pPnBRBJEiwAULZKvp9S8gUNIvGj2gjcvd3tMfBNlffPr6IBwE_fivx3X4wSKyAsol11FxoC8F8QAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.uline.com/Product/Detail/H-480/Shipping-and-Weighing-Scales/Rubbermaid-Digital-Utility-Scale-150-lbs-x-2-lb?pricode=WA9761&gadtype=pla&id=H-480&gclid=CjwKCAjw5pPnBRBJEiwAULZKvrshdRhzhqS-A8Lziu5OIyMowo4M6hnUbaF0e9m0LB3QXXANB3n7shoCHKIQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.globalindustrial.com/p/digital-shipping-scale-with-ac-adapter-usb-port-400-lb-x-0-5-lb?infoParam.campaignId=T9F&gclid=CjwKCAjw5pPnBRBJEiwAULZKvvxqjy1ocWmOwTP9k5qjzfNA0At7E0A83Q7ADaa6xio36xiEMoxpIRoC__oQAvD_BwE
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SUGGESTED ITEMS 

These items are NOT a requirement to have at your agency.  These items are suggestions for items that 
can improve your guests’ experience and reinforce safety for guests, staff, and volunteers.  Pick and 
choose what items (if any) make sense for your agency’s needs! 

If there is other equipment you are interested in purchasing, give us a call and we can help source it for 
you.  We also invite any suggestions to include on this list as helpful ideas for other agencies! 

Food Bank grants may be available to help your agency purchase these items.  Grants will be announced 
through the weekly and quarterly Agency Newsletters.  For questions on grants, please contact 

Community Impact or Customer Service staff. 
 

ITEM EXAMPLE WHAT IS IT? WHERE TO PURCHASE?  
Safety Vests (Reflective) 

 

 
 

Vests worn by staff or volunteers 
during distributions.  These are 
especially useful for outdoor 
distributions where there may be 
car traffic.   

Global Industrial:  link 
Uline:  link 

Traffic Safety Cones 
 

 
 

These can be used to help direct 
people or car traffic during 
distributions.   

Global Industrial:  link 
Uline:  link 

Produce Display Bins/Baskets 
 

 
 

Bins store and display fresh fruits 
and vegetables.  Look for bins 
made of non-porous materials 
that are durable and can be 
easily cleaned and sanitized (such 
as stainless steel or plastic).   
 
 
 

Global Industrial:  link  
Uline:  link 

https://www.globalindustrial.com/p/mcr-safety-v201r-orange-safety-vest-2-reflective-strips-polyester-side-straps-one-size?infoParam.campaignId=T9F&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwtvVpY_49AIVoTizAB3kPwHcEAQYAyABEgLGF_D_BwE
https://www.uline.com/BL_1200/Class-2-Hi-Vis-Safety-Vests?keywords=safety+vest
https://www.globalindustrial.com/c/janitorial-facility-maintenance/parking-lot-Supplies/traffic-cones-and-posts
https://www.uline.com/BL_978/Traffic-Cones?keywords=traffic+cones
https://www.globalindustrial.com/p/lewisbins-stack-n-nest-ventilated-agricultural-container-19-1116l-x-13-18w-x-5-58h-green?infoParam.campaignId=T9F&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI24uRk5H49AIVibWzCh0-9AsKEAQYASABEgIFiPD_BwE
https://www.uline.com/BL_3333/Ventilated-Stack-and-Nest-Containers
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ITEM EXAMPLE WHAT IS IT? WHERE TO PURCHASE? 
Folding Shopping Carts 

 

 
 

Carts can be used by guests to 
transport food.   

Target:  link 
Walmart:  link 
Global Industrial:  link 
Global Industrial:  link 
Uline:  link 

Shopping Carts 
 

 
 

Carts can be used by guests to 
transport food.   

Global Industrial:  link 
Uline:  link 

Name Tags for Staff and Volunteers 
 

 
 

Name tags can help guests easily 
identify staff and volunteers 
when seeking assistance.  You 
can opt for single use name tags 
or choose to create official name 
tags for staff and long-term 
volunteers.   

Amazon:  link 
Target:  link 
Walmart:  link 

Marquee Easel / Curbside Sign / Standing Poster 
 

 
 

Signs can be used to signal when 
your program is open, highlight 
pantry products or meals-of-the-
day, display posters or signs, 
highlight community resources, 
alert guests to product recalls, 
and many other uses.   

Amazon:  link 
Amazon:  link 
Walmart:  link 
Uline:  link 
Staples:  link 
Webstaurant Store:  link 

 

https://www.target.com/p/dbest-products-cruiser-cart-deluxe-silver/-/A-81509958#lnk=sametab
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Newly-Released-Grocery-Utility-Flat-Folding-Shopping-Cart-with-360-Rolling-Swivel-Wheels-Heavy-Duty-Light-Weight-Extra-Large-Utility-Cart/752711406
https://www.globalindustrial.com/p/folding-utility-cart-2-wire-baskets-6-and-12-d-29-1-4-l-x-19-1-2-w-x-38-1-2-h?ref=42
https://www.globalindustrial.com/p/rolling-plastic-hand-basket-43-liter-red?ref=42
https://www.uline.com/Product/Detail/H-9520/Shopping-Baskets-and-Carts/Folding-Shopping-Cart?pricode=WC2231&gadtype=pla&id=H-9520&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI47Ht0JX49AIVCbSzCh1ehQPPEAQYASABEgI-GvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.globalindustrial.com/p/steel-shopping-cart-6-9-cu-capacity?ref=42
https://www.uline.com/Product/Detail/H-4569BLU/Shopping-Baskets-and-Carts/Large-Plastic-Shopping-Cart-Blue?model=H-4569BLU&RootChecked=yes
https://www.amazon.com/Printable-Self-Adhesive-Name-Badges-Color/dp/B00BT2J6XU
https://www.target.com/p/25ct-name-tags-up-38-up-8482/-/A-14471458#lnk=sametab
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Self-Adhesive-Name-Tags-2-1-4-X3-1-4-100-Pkg-Hello-Red/11061685
https://www.amazon.com/Inches-Folding-Sidewalk-Display-Stand-Black/dp/B07MLN4ZL3
https://www.amazon.com/SignPro-Sidewalk-Folding-Portable-Advertising/dp/B07D191FQ5
https://www.walmart.com/ip/40-x-20-Wooden-A-Frame-Chalkboard-Grey-EGP-CKB-0001/426493862
https://www.uline.com/Product/Detail/H-6104BL/Retail-Signs/Standard-Plastic-A-Frame-Sign-Black?pricode=WB1846&gadtype=pla&id=H-6104BL&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImv6cjbSJ9QIVWPzjBx1OigCvEAQYBSABEgI6VPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.staples.com/flipside-dry-erase-chalkboard-marquee-easel-42-white-black-natural-wood-31200/product_24473905?ci_sku=24473905&KPID=24473905&cid=PS:GS:SBD:PLA:OF&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImv6cjbSJ9QIVWPzjBx1OigCvEAQYBCABEgLylvD_BwE
https://www.webstaurantstore.com/choice-a-frame-marker-board-sidewalk-sign-black-wood-20-x-34/164AFM2034DM.html?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=GoogleShopping&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIqLv1-7WJ9QIVmeazCh1JjQHWEAQYBSABEgKpYfD_BwE

